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COMMEMORATING A NATIONAL PARK'S ANNIVERSARY

Second in an occasional series

PHOTOS BY JOHN D. SIMMONS - jsimmons@charlotteobseerver.com

Fisheries biologist Steve Moore works his way up a Smokies stream, electrically stunning brook trout to test their genetic lineage. As part
of an effort to restore the fish in their native waters, trout of the unique Southern Appalachian strain are captured for release elsewhere in
the park. “If you had an heirloom passed down from your grandparents, you wouldn’t want something to contaminate it,” Moore says.

BEHIND THE BEAUTY, A
WAR AGAINST INVADERS

Alien species - insects, hogs, even rainbow trout - threaten the natives

BY BRUCE HENDERSON
bhenderson@charlotteobserver.com

Like an island, the leafy wilds of Great Smo-
ky Mountains National Park lie anchored in a
sea of tourist kitsch, power-plant pollution
and vacation homes.

And, oh, what the waves wash ashore.

From wild hogs to hemlock-killing insects
to city lights polluting the night sky, the park’s
worst environmental problems invade from
outside its borders.

That locks park managers in a never-ending
fight to protect and restore native species
while fending off intruders. Now celebrating
its 75th year, the park covers a half-million
acres in North Carolina and Tennessee and is
world-renowned for its diversity of plants and
animals.“My primary challenge is to preserve

the park ‘unimpaired’ for future generations,
and that’s a pretty big word,” says Superinten-
dent Dale Ditmanson.

When air pollution from far-flung smoke-
stacks smothers mountain views, he adds, “I
can’t send a ranger out to fix that.”

Nor can supervisory forester Kristine John-
son stop the devastation of Eastern hemlocks,
the Smokies’ towering sentinel trees. The
hemlock woolly adelgid, an Asian bug the size
of one letter in this sentence, is killing trees
500 years old.

Johnson’s crews save some infested trees
with insecticides, and release beetles that prey
on the adelgid, but the park holds far too many
hemlocks to treat. While trees at higher alti-
tudes are showing surprising resilience, the

SEE SMOKIES, 10A

o ONLINE TOUR OF THE GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS
Panoramas, scenic views, historical photos, maps and more. charlotteobserver.com/smoky
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The skeletons of Fraser firs, killed by a
European insect called the balsam woolly
adelgid, stand on the flanks of Mount Le
Conte. An Asian insect is also rapidly killing
Eastern hemlocks.
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Teenager
oth victim
in slayings

As search intensifies in Gaffney area
for an apparent serial killer, an earlier
victim’s 15-year-old daughter dies.

BY CLEVE R. WOOTSON JR.
cwootson@charlotteobserver.com

GAFFNEY, S.C. — A teenage girl on Saturday be-
came the fifth victim of a suspected serial killer
terrorizing this small S.C. town, further darken-
ing a day planned for celebrations.

Abby Tyler, 15, died about 11:15 a.m. at a Spar-
tanburg hospital after fighting
for her life for two days, Chero-
kee County Coroner Dennis
Fowler said.

She was wounded and her fa-
ther was killed Thursday as they
worked to close the family’s fur-
niture and appliance store near
downtown Gaffney.

“A lot of (people) are bad
scared. They’re keeping their doors locked,” said
Ed Bolton, who sells fireworks from a trailer on
S.C. 11 near Gaftney.

He said customers are subdued and more con-
sumed with talk of the killings - and the killer
at-large - than they were with July Fourth festiv-
ities.

Investigators released few new details about
the case Saturday, readying for a long night of
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Abby Tyler

Trip to Moscow
will test Obama
as a negotiator

BY MICHAEL A. FLETCHER
AND PHILIP P. PAN
Washington Post

WASHINGTON — President Obama is set to leave
tonight on a weeklong trip that will help deter-
mine whether his personal popularity and fresh
policy approaches can yield results on such diffi-
cult issues as arms control, missile defense and
nuclear nonproliferation.

After seeking support for U.S. policies from al-
lies in Europe and appealing for a new relation-
ship with the Muslim world in Cairo on previous
trips, Obama arrives in Moscow on Monday for
his first foray into high-profile, nuts-and-bolts
negotiations with the leader of a nation that
might be deemed an unfriendly rival.

On Wednesday, Obama will travel to L’Aquila,

SEE RUSSIA, 8A

POLICY ROOTS
Youthful ideals shaped Obama'’s goal
of nuclear disarmament. 13A

MCNAIR SHOT TO DEATH

Former NFL quarterback Steve
McNair and a woman were found

TODAY’S MUST-READS

Peter St. Onge on nickels and
dimes that changed lives. 2A

Habitat finds buying 1s cheaper

shot to death Satur-
day in Nashville.
Police said they don't

Tommy Tomlinson on whether
Charlotte can keep growing. 1B

Instead of building homes, Charlotte’s
agency is one of the first in U.S. to buy

vacant foreclosed houses and fix them.

yet know the circum-
stances. McNair, 36,
played 13 seasons in
the NFL and led the
Tennessee Titans
within a yard of forcing overtime in
the 2000 Super Bowl. 1C

McNair

A special day for Liberty

A bald eagle named Liberty, recover-
ing from an injury, takes flight at
Lake Norman. 1B
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Allison Torpey and Nick Pell remove carpet at a home

BY MARK PRICE
mesprice@charlotteobserver.com

In an unexpected twist brought on by the nation’s
mortgage crisis, Habitat for Humanity of Charlotte has
come to a startling conclusion.

Even with volunteer labor, it’s cheaper to buy houses
now than build them.

As aresult, Charlotte’s Habitat is among the first in the
nation to start buying up houses in troubled neighbor-
hoods where up to a third of the homes are vacant due to
foreclosure. Average cost: $38,000 to $55,000, less than
half the original price.

“We're getting them as low as $30,000, knowing we’ll
put in $10,000 of repairs,” said Meg Robertson, an associ-
ate director with Habitat. “To build a new one is over
$60,000 ... we're $20,000 to $30,000 cheaper per home.”

Best of all, Habitat expects to be reimbursed for most
of the costs through a U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development program that aims to stabilize sub-
divisions staggered by foreclosures.

The mortgage crisis has hit Charlotte worse than any
other place in the Carolinas. The city had more than
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in the Windy Ridge neighborhood in Charlotte.
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